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just can’t help themselves. But those 
decisions should be and are between a 
woman and her doctor—period. That is 
why we defeated this bill yesterday. It 
is why I will always support women’s 
freedom to make their own healthcare 
decisions. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT ACT 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
before I wrap for the end of the day at 
the request of the leader, I want to 
share my thanks, my appreciation— 
truly, my appreciation—for an action 
that the House just took up. 

It was just about an hour or so ago 
that the House took up the bill that we 
had passed out of the Senate here, our 
lands and water conservation bill, 
which was a very significant measure 
of about 120 different conservation, 
lands, waters, and sportsmen’s bills— 
all rolled into one package—that 
passed out of here by 92 to 8. It just 
passed out of the House by a signifi-
cant, significant margin. 

It is, I think, a real testament not 
only to the work that has been done 
within this body on a very strong bi-
partisan basis but, really, to the work 
that we have done with the House, in 
our working with the other body in a 
bipartisan, bicameral way. I think it 
goes a long way to showing that we 
really can come together as a Congress 
on issues that are important to each of 
us individually. 

I give my thanks and my apprecia-
tion to Chairman GRIJALVA, to Mr. 
BISHOP, who was the former chairman 
of that committee and who worked on 
this with us last year, and to all of 
their teams, as well as to the House 
leadership, which has helped to ad-
vance this to this moment in time. 

We look forward to the President’s 
signing that very, very shortly, and I 
know that it will come as a real posi-
tive moment for so many. I thank all 
who helped us with this. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that with re-
spect to the Miller nomination, the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table and that 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the 
postcloture time on the Desmond nom-
ination expire at 12:15 p.m. tomorrow; 
further, that if confirmed, the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 

laid upon the table and the President 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action; finally, that there be 2 minutes 
of debate equally divided prior to the 
cloture vote on the Wheeler nomina-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON ARMED 
SERVICES RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, the 
rules governing the procedure of the 
Committee on Armed Services have 
not changed for the 116th Congress. 
Pursuant to rules XXVI, paragraph 2, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, on 
behalf of myself and Senator REED, I 
ask unanimous consent that a copy of 
the committee rules be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

UNITED STATES SENATE 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

RULES OF PROCEDURE, 116TH CONGRESS 
1. Regular Meeting Day—The Committee 

shall meet at least once a month when Con-
gress is in session. The regular meeting days 
of the Committee shall be Tuesday and 
Thursday, unless the Chairman, after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, directs otherwise. 

2. Additional Meetings—The Chairman, 
after consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member, may call such additional meet-
ings as he deems necessary. 

3. Special Meetings—Special meetings of 
the Committee may be called by a majority 
of the members of the Committee in accord-
ance with paragraph 3 of Rule XXVI of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate. 

4. Open Meetings—Each meeting of the 
Committee, or any subcommittee thereof, 
including meetings to conduct hearings, 
shall be open to the public, except that a 
meeting or series of meetings by the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee thereof on the 
same subject for a period of no more than 
fourteen (14) calendar days may be closed to 
the public on a motion made and seconded to 
go into closed session to discuss only wheth-
er the matters enumerated below in clauses 
(a) through (f) would require the meeting to 
be closed, followed immediately by a record 
vote in open session by a majority of the 
members of the Committee or subcommittee 
when it is determined that the matters to be 
discussed or the testimony to be taken at 
such meeting or meetings— 

(a) will disclose matters necessary to be 
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States; 

(b) will relate solely to matters of Com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure; 

(c) will tend to charge an individual with a 
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure 
the professional standing of an individual, or 
otherwise to expose an individual to public 
contempt or obloquy or will represent a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy 
of an individual; 

(d) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense 
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement; 

(e) will disclose information relating to the 
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given 
person if— 

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or 

(2) the information has been obtained by 
the Government on a confidential basis, 
other than through an application by such 
person for a specific Government financial or 
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the 
competitive position of such person; or 

(f) may divulge matters required to be kept 
confidential under other provisions of law or 
Government regulations. 

5. Presiding Officer—The Chairman shall 
preside at all meetings and hearings of the 
Committee except that in his absence the 
Ranking Majority Member present at the 
meeting or hearing shall preside unless by 
majority vote the Committee provides other-
wise. 

6. Quorum—(a) A majority of the members 
of the Committee are required to be actually 
present to report a matter or measure from 
the Committee. (See Standing Rules of the 
Senate 26.7(a)(1)). 

(b) Except as provided in subsections (a) 
and (c), and other than for the conduct of 
hearings, nine members of the Committee, 
including one member of the minority party; 
or a majority of the members of the Com-
mittee, shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of such business as may be con-
sidered by the Committee. 

(c) Three members of the Committee, one 
of whom shall be a member of the minority 
party, shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
pose of taking sworn testimony, unless oth-
erwise ordered by a majority of the full Com-
mittee. 

(d) Proxy votes may not be considered for 
the purpose of establishing a quorum. 

7. Proxy Voting—Proxy voting shall be al-
lowed on all measures and matters before the 
Committee. The vote by proxy of any mem-
ber of the Committee may be counted for the 
purpose of reporting any measure or matter 
to the Senate if the absent member casting 
such vote has been informed of the matter on 
which the member is being recorded and has 
affirmatively requested that he or she be so 
recorded. Proxy must be given in writing. 

8. Announcement of Votes—The results of 
all roll call votes taken in any meeting of 
the Committee on any measure, or amend-
ment thereto, shall be announced in the 
Committee report, unless previously an-
nounced by the Committee. The announce-
ment shall include a tabulation of the votes 
cast in favor and votes cast in opposition to 
each such measure and amendment by each 
member of the Committee who was present 
at such meeting. The Chairman, after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, may hold open a roll call vote on any 
measure or matter which is before the Com-
mittee until no later than midnight of the 
day on which the Committee votes on such 
measure or matter. 

9. Subpoenas—Subpoenas for attendance of 
witnesses and for the production of memo-
randa, documents, records, and the like may 
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